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Introduction 
EditExpertNet currently enables filtering and search facilities to find taxonomic experts based on any 
combination of the following categories covering scientific methods, taxonomic activities and 
geographical distribution: 

 Taxon/taxa of expertise down to family level. 
 Geographic area of taxa covered by the taxonomist’s expertise. 
 A list of seven different types of activities encompassed by taxonomy sensu lato as defined by 

Enghoff and Seberg (2006)1 
 Methods used.  
 Environment and habitats of taxa covered by the taxonomist’s expertise. 

 

 
Fig 1. From the EditExpertNet page for registering and specifying taxonomic expertise. 
 
 
The decisions on which categories to include in the database and the sources used to obtain this 
information have been documented in D2.1.12.  However, these decisions stem back to EDIT month 
18 and a revision now three years later is performed to check if these categories are still valid currently 
among the professional taxonomists.  
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To obtain a status of the present used methods and activities performed by taxonomic specialists, we 
have conducted a survey among the scientific personnel employed at the Natural History Museum of 
Denmark and the Biological Institute, Copenhagen University. These institutions houses taxonomic 
experts working with organisms representing all the major branches on the tree of life and they 
therefore employ all the different methods used when working on all these different taxa. They also 
represent several years of experience within this scientific discipline are therefore acquainted with 
different ways to do taxonomic work.  
 
 
Results 
We were happy to receive new and thoughtful suggestions from the professional taxonomic 
community of Copenhagen University. They shared many similarities and we have therefore decided on 
presenting them in a short summary here: 
 

 Inventories of taxa through geological time to anchor phylogenetic relationships in deep time 
(palaeontology) 

 
 Building of scientific collections of evidence, reference, comparison, etc., including the 

registration of those collections. 
 

 Theses and monographs. To be added to the list of taxonomic activities under recognition, 
description and naming of taxa. 

 
 
Conclusion 
Even though, at first sight the number of suggestions is not overwhelming, these suggestions are still 
very valuable in other aspects. First and foremost because some of them put the emphasis on 
establishing collections, a task which is crucial for taxonomy and which is being performed by many of 
EDIT‘s partner institutions. Secondly, they do not refuse any of the already chosen criteria, thus 
showing the ones used in EditExpertNet to cover almost all aspects of conducting modern taxonomy. 
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